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A Celebration of the Word for Easter Sunday 
 

Prayer Service at Home Without Mass or before the Easter Meal 
 

Continue to celebrate Easter Sunday with these prayers in the morning and/or before for the First Meal of 
Easter with the following traditional blessing.  A simple prayer space can be created with white/gold 
tablecloths, candles, crucifix, and/or plants and flowers; or, the prayer could be moved to the table or 
kitchen, before the Easter Meal with at least some of the foods for the meal present, which remind us of 
this festive season and God’s bountiful love.  If Holy Water is available, place in a small bowl for use.  If 
the hymn is unfamiliar, you may find it on the internet (example: YouTube), shorten it, or simply move 
on to the other prayers.  A leader should divide up the roles and adjust the service as necessary to make 
sure everyone is able to participate. 
 
Hymn   Alleluia! Alleluia! Let the Holy Anthem Rise 
 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Let the holy anthem rise, 
And the choirs of heaven chant it 
In the temple of the skies; 
Let the mountains skip with gladness, 
And the joyful valleys ring 
With Hosannas in the highest 
To our Savior and our King. 
 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Like the sun from out the wave, 
Christ has risen up in triumph 
From the darkness of the grave, 
Glorious splendor of the nations, 
And the lamp of endless day; 
Christ the very Lord of glory 
Who is risen up today. 
 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Blessed Jesus, make us rise 
From the life of this corruption 
To the life that never dies. 
May your glory be our portion 
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When the days of time are past, 
And the dead shall be awakened 
By the trumpet's mighty blast. 

 
Introduction 

Leader:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
(All make the Sign of the Cross together.) 

All:  Amen. 
Leader:  Let us praise God, who fills our hearts and home with peace. 

Blessed be God forever. 
All:   Blessed be God forever. 
 

Leader:  Throughout Lent we prepared for Easter by prayer, fasting, and 
works of service and charity.  When we gather during this feast of 
Easter, we remember it is the Risen Christ who now fills us with 
joy, for he has conquered death.  Alleluia! 

 
Scripture Reading         John 20:1-9 
 

Reader :  A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 
 

On the first day of the week, 
Mary of Magdala came to the tomb early in the morning, 
while it was still dark, 
and saw the stone removed from the tomb. 
So she ran and went to Simon Peter 
and to the other disciple whom Jesus loved, and told them, 
“They have taken the Lord from the tomb, 
and we don’t know where they put him.” 
So Peter and the other disciple went out and came to the tomb. 
They both ran, but the other disciple ran faster than Peter 
and arrived at the tomb first; 
he bent down and saw the burial cloths there, but did not go in. 
When Simon Peter arrived after him, 
he went into the tomb and saw the burial cloths there, 
and the cloth that had covered his head, 
not with the burial cloths but rolled up in a separate place. 
Then the other disciple also went in, 
the one who had arrived at the tomb first, 
and he saw and believed. 
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For they did not yet understand the Scripture 
that he had to rise from the dead. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
All:   Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
Renewal of Baptismal Promises 
[NOTE: If the baptism promises were not renewed the night before, they may be renewed now. Otherwise, skip to 
the next section.] 

Leader: When we were baptized, we were joined to the same death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ.  We will now renew our baptismal 
promises.  If so, say “I do” to each promise: 

 

Leader:  Do you renounce Satan? 
All:   I do. 
 

Leader: And all his works? 
All:   I do. 
 

Leader:  And all his empty promises? 
All:  I do. 
 

Leader: Do you believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and 
earth? 

All:  I do. 
 

Leader:  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered death and was buried, rose again 
from the dead and is seated at the right hand of the Father? 

All:   I do. 
 

Leader: Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and life everlasting? 

All:   I do. 
 

Leader:  May the Lord bless and give us strength to live these baptismal 
promises, now and always. 

All:   Amen. 
(If Holy Water is present: the Leader signs himself/herself with Holy Water with the Sign 
of the Cross and invites others to do the same.) 
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Intercessions [from the Book of Blessings] 
Leader:  The Son of God who invites us to the Paschal feast stands ready to 

help.  Let us call upon him in our need.  Please respond: Lord, hear 
our prayer. 

 

Reader:  That Easter may find us cleansed of sin and ready to live anew our 
Christian faith.  Let us pray to the Lord. R:/ 
 

That the food we share may be a reminder of the bread of life we
 share in the Eucharist.  Let us pray to the Lord. R:/ 

 

That we may be ready to give from our table to those who hunger 
and thirst.  Let us pray to the Lord. R:/ 
 

That all who are sick may be strengthened by the Risen Christ to 
overcome their illness and those who care for them may be kept 
safe.  Let us pray to the Lord. R:/ 
 

That we may one day enjoy the banquet of the Lord in the heavenly
 kingdom.  Let us pray to the Lord. R:/ 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

Leader:  Let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
 

All:   Our Father, Who art in Heaven, 
hallowed be Thy name; 
Thy Kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[NOTE: If the food for the First Easter Meal is to be blessed, the Leader turns to the Food and prays the 
following blessing prayer.  If there is no food to be blessed, move to the next section.] 



6 
 

 
Blessing of Food for the Easter Meal (Prayer from the Book of Blessings) 

Leader:  Let us pray. 
God of glory 
the eyes of all turn to you 
as we celebrate Christ’s victory over sin and death. 
Bless us and this food of our first Easter meal. 
May we who gather at this table 
continue to celebrate the joy of his resurrection 
and be admitted finally to his heavenly banquet. 
Grant this through Christ our Lord. 

All:   Amen. 
 
Conclusion 

Leader:  Let us pray. 
 

God our Father, 
by raising Christ your Son 
you conquered the power of death 
and opened for us the way to eternal life. 
Let our celebration today 
raise us up and renew our lives 
by the Spirit that is within us. 
Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

All:   Amen. 
 

Leader:  May the Lord bless, protect us from all evil, and bring us to 
everlasting life. 

All:   Amen. 
(All make the Sign of the Cross together.) 

 
Excerpts from the English translation of Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English 
in the Liturgy Corporation, (ICEL); excerpts from the English translation of The Roman Missal © 2010, ICEL; excerpts 
from the English translation of Book of Blessings © 1988, ICEL; excerpts from the English translation of The Liturgy of 
the Hours © 1974, ICEL. All rights reserved. Hymn: Alleluia, Alleluia, Let the Holy Anthem Rise. Edward Caswall, 
Meter: 8.7.8.7 D; Copyright: Public Domain. 
Edited: Michael Poradek, 2020. 


